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ORDINATION  SERMON. 


Matthew  2d  Chap.  9th  &  10th  Verfes. 

When  they  had  heard  the  king,  they  departed ,  and 
lo ,  the  Star  'which  they  Jaw  in  the  eajl,  went 
before  them ,  till  it  came  and  flood  over  where 
the  young  child  was . 

When  they  faw  the  Star ,  they  rejoiced  with 
exceeding  great  joy . 


IF  we  believe  all  feripture  to  be  given  by  infpi ration 
of  God,  we  muff  likewife  believe  that  every  part 
of  it  is  calculated  to  promote  religion  and  happinefs 
among  mankind  ; — that  no  part  of  it  is  without  its  ufe 
in  forming  the  moral  and  chriftian  character,  and  in 
regulating  the  life  and  converfation  of  the  citizen  of 
Zion.  The  feripture  contains  f.ich  a  glorious  fydem 
of  divine  truth,  that  "the  man  of  God  may  be  perfed, 
thoroughly  furnifhed  unto  all  good  works.”  Even 
thole  parts  of  the  facred  Volume  which  contain  hif- 
torical  facts — fads  which  took  place  in  the  remote 
ages  of  antiquity,  fugged  to  us  feme  important  prac¬ 
tical  truths,  and  point  out  the  line  of  conduct  we  ought 
to  purfue  under  fimilar  circumftances.  This  confide- 
ration,  I  trud,  will  judify  mein  the  choice  of  the  words 
pow  read  as  the  foundation  cf  a  Difccurfe  on  this 

f  cl  enmity. 


folemnity.  This  paftage  contains  an  account  of  art, 
extraordinary  Star,  which  guided  the  Eaftern  Sages  to 
the  great  Melbas.  This  Star  had  made  it’s  appearance 
to  them  in  their  native  land,  announcing  the  birth  of 
Jefus. 

On  feeing  this  Star,  and  knowing  its  defign,  they 
left  their  native  land,  and  came  to  Jerufalem, “  Saying 
Where  is  he  that  is  born  king  of  the  Jews  ?  for  we 
have  feen  his  Star  in  the  eaft,  and  are  come  to  worfhip 
him.”  This  enquiry,  founded  on  fuch  an  extraordi¬ 
nary  appearance,  was  theoccaiion  of  much  trouble  and 
perplexity  to  Herod  and  the  inhabitants  of  Jerufalem. 
Herod,  in  particular,  was  fo  troubled,  that  he  alfembled 
the  chief  priefts  and  feribes,  and  “  demanded  of  them 
where  Chrift  fhould  be  born.”  And  “when  he  had 
privily  called  the  wife  men,  he  enquired  of  them  dili-< 
gently  what  time  the  Star  appeared.”  Having  fatis-. 
bed  himfelf  refpecting  the  place  and  time  of  the  birth 
of  Chrilf,  he  directed  the  Eaftern  Magi  to  make  a 
diligent  fearch  for  the  child,  and  when  they  had  found 
him,  to  bring  him  word.  This  he  did  with  a  pretence 
that  he  defired  to  join  with  them  in  the  w  orfhip  of  the 
Infant  Saviour.  When  thefe  wife  men  had  heard  this 
direction  from  the  King,  they  departed  in  queft  of  the 
young  child,  and,  to  their  furprize,  “  the  Star  which 
they  faw  in  the  eaft,”  and  which,  it  feems,  for  a  time, 
had  difappeared,  “  went  before  them,  till  it  came  and 
ftood  over  where  the  young  child  was.  When  they 
favv  the  Star,  they  rejoiced  with  exceeding  great  joy.’* 

From  this  view  of  that  great  event  it  is  evident  that 

O 

the  Star  mentioned  in  the  text  was  deiigned  to  point 
out  to  the  Eaftern  Sages  the  time  and  place  of  the  birth 
of  Chrift.  Whether  they  had'fome  traditional  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  prophecy  of  Balaam,  who,  long  before 
had  predicted,  “  there  {hall  come  a  Star  out  of  Jacob, 
and  a  Sceptre  {hall  rife  cut  of  Ifrael or,  whether 

God 
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God  made  ufe  of  fome  other  method,  to  teach  them 
the  defign  of  this  appearance,  it  is  not  for  us  at  prefent 
to  enquire.  Certain  it  is  that  they  knew  the  defign 
of  this  appearance,  and  regulated  their  conduct  ac¬ 
cordingly. 

Another  enquiry  arifes,  more  pertinent  to  our 
prefent  purpofe ;  which  is,  why  God  fhould  make  ufe 
of  a  Star  to  diredt  thefe  people  to  Chrift  ?  This  en¬ 
quiry  will  lead  us  to  the  reafon,  and  will  be  a  further 
vindication  of  the  choice  of  thefe  words  on  this  occa¬ 
sion. - The  reafon  why  God  made  ufe  of  this  ap¬ 

pearance  to  direCt  thefe  men  to  Chrift  may  be,  becaufe 
there  is  a  fit  refemblance  between  a  Star  and  a  Mini- 
Her  of  the  Gofpel.  That  there  is  fuch  a  refemblance, 
we  may  reafonably  fuppofe,  when  we  coniider,  that, 
in  the  Revelation  of  St.  John,  the  feven  Stars  in  Chrift’s 
right  hand  are  exprefsly  called  the  Angels,  or  Mini- 
Hers  of  the  feven  churches.* 

From  thefe  introductory  obfervations  we  may  eafily 
lee,  that  there  is  a  refemblance  between  Stars  in  ge¬ 
neral  and  this  Star  in  particular,  and  a  Minilder  of  the 
Gofpel.  And  the  readinefs  of  the  Eaftern  Wifemen 
to  follow  the  Star,  and  their  joy  on  the  occafion,  may 
point  out  the  duty  of  a  people,  at  the  introduction  of 
a  Gofpel  Minilter  among  them,  and  the  difpofition 
with  which  they  ought  to  receive  him  and  attend  on 

his  miniftry. - My  bufinefs  therefore  in  the  enfuing 

Difcourfe  (hall  be, 

I.  To  point  out  the  refemblance  that  there  is  between 
Stars  in  general  and  the  Star  mentioned  in  the 
Text  in  particular,  and  a  Chriftian  Minifter. 

C.  T  he  duty  and  difpofition  of  a  people,  when  a 
Gofpel-Minifler  is  introduced  among  them. 

Mat 

*  KSV.  t.  2Q» 


8 


May  He,  who  holds  the  Stars  in  his  right  hand, 
imprefs  our  minds  with  a  fenfe  of  duty  while  I  dif- 
courfe  on  thefe  important  points  1 

i.  I  am  to  point  out  the  refemblance  that  there  is 
between  Stars  in  general  and  the  Star  mei>tioned  in 
the  Text  in  particular,  and  a  Chriffiian  Minuter. 

And  the  firft  particular  that  prefents  itfelf  to  ouf 
consideration,  in  which  this  refemblance  appears,  is 
the  exalted  Ration  which  the  Stars  occupy  relpedting 

this  world.  They  are  placed  in  the  heavens, - far 

above  this  terreftial  globe.  On  this  account  they  arc 
called  the  Stars  of  heaven,  the  Stars  of  God,  &c.f 

Similar  to  this  is  the  flation  and  office  of  the 
Minifters  of  the  Gofpel.  They  fuffiain  a  high,  a  dig¬ 
nified  office,  among  mankind.  It  is  probably  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  dignity  of  their  office,  that  they  have  the 
title  of  Stars  in  the  Revelation  of  St.  John,  and  the 
prophecy  of  Daniel  : — Where  their  fuppreffion  by  a 

corrupt 

f  The  wore!  Star  feems  to  be  ufed  in  feripture  Xvith  application 
to  the  Planets  and  fixed  Stars  indifer iminatel y.  As  they  are 
not  diftinguiftred  in  the  infpired  writings,  the  Author  did  not 
think  it  neceffary  to  attend  to  the  diflin&ion  in  this  difeourfe. 
Nor  was  it  thought  neceftary  to  give  a  philofophical  account 
of  the  Star  mentioned  in  the  text.  It  is  fufficient  for  the 
defign  of  this  difeourfe,  that  it  is  called  a  Star,  and  that  it 
anfwered  the  purpofe  of  directing  the  eaftern  Sages  to  Chrift. 

It  is  thought  proper  to  add  here,  that  the  Author  has  lately 
heard,  that  there  is  a  difeourfe  in  print,  written  by  Dr.  Gay, 
in  which  the  parallel  is  run  between  Stars  and  Minifters  of  the 
Gofpel,  in  a  manner  limilar  to  the  method  of  this .  Left  this 
ftiould  occafion  fuipicion,  that  the  leading  ideas  of  this  difeourfe 
were  copied  from  that .  the  Author  takes  this  opportunity  to 
cbferve,  that  he  has  never  feen  that  fermon,  and  never  heard 
that  the  Doftor  had  thefe  thoughts  in  it,  till  fioce  this  w§? 
delivered. 


corrupt  ad  mini  fixation  of  civil  authority,  is  compared 
to  the  fall  of  thofe  luminaries  from  their  orbits. 
“  This  is  a  true  faying,”  fays  the  Apoftle, ff  If  a  man 
defire  the  office  of  a  Bilhop,  he  defireth  a  good  work.” 
The  fame  Apoftle  diredts  to  great  refpedt  and  efteem 
for  thofe  who  faithfully  difcharge  the  office  of  a 
Chriftian-Minifter.  <f  Let  the  Elders  that  rule  well 
be  counted  worthy  of  double  honour ,  efpecially  they 
who  labour  in  word  and  doctrine.”  Cf  Efteem  them 
highly  in  love  for  their  works  fake.”  Thefe  direction's 
plainly  point  out  the  excellency  and  dignity  of  the  Mi- 
nifterial  office  ; — that  they  who  faithfully  difcharge  it’s 
duties  are  worthy  of  the  higheft  efteem  and  aifedion. 

But  this  will  more  fully  appear,  if  we  attend  to  the 
nature  and  defign  of  the  Minifterial  office.  The 
Chriftian  Minifter  is  an  Ambaftador  forChrift-.— rf  The 
Meflenger  of  the  LORD  of  hofts.”  It  is  efteemed  an 
honour  to  be  an  Ambaftador  for  an  earthly  Prince ; 
and  if  this  is  an  office  of  honour,  on  account  of  the 
dignity  of  the  Prince  from  whom  he  receives  his  autho¬ 
rity  ;  how  'much  rhore  honourable  is  the  office  of  the 
Chriftian  Minifter,  who  is  an  Ambaftador  for  Plim  who 
is  infinitely  fuperior  to  the  greateft  earthly  monarch  l 
The  Gofpel  Minifter  is  entrufted  with  a  mefiage  from 
the  King  of  kings  he  derives  his  authority  from  the 
court  of  Heaven.  To  him  is  committed  the  word  of 
reconciliation  to  publifh  the  glad  tidings  of  peace 
on  earth,  and  good  will  towards  men.  How  exalted 
then  is  the  ftation,  how  dignified  the  office  of  the 
Gofpel-Minifter ;  Is  not  the  office  of  royal  Ambafta- 
dors,  nay,  of  kings  themfelves,  inferior  to  theirs,  who 
are  intruded  with  a  meftage  from  the  court  of  Heaven 
— an  embafty  from  the  Prince  of  Peace  ? 

B  .  2.  The 


to 


2d.  The  Stars  are  regular  and  uniform  in  their  mo¬ 
tions.  Though  they  may  move  in  elliptical  and  feem- 
ingly  eccentric  orbits  ;  yet  an  exadt  uniformity,  and  a 
regular  harmony  is  preferved  in  all  their  motions*. 
Thofe,  which  are  difcovered  to  have  any  real  motion, 
are  known  to  revolve  around  a  common  centre  ; — they 
perform  regular  revolutions  around  the  Sun. 

Thus  it  is  with  the  Minifters  of  the  Gofpel.  They 
will  be  regular  and  uniform  in  their  condudt  and  in 
their  dodtrine.  Having  received  Chrift  Jefus  the 
Lord  themfelves,  they  will  make  it  their  care  to  walk 
in  him.  They  will  regularly  obferve  the  duties  of 
piety  and  devotion  towards  God,  juftice,  benevolence 
and  charity  towards  men,  and  fobriety,  temperance 
and  chaftity  refpedlingthemfelves.  They  will  live  in  the 
regular,  uniform  exercife  of  all  the  moral  and  chriftian 
virtues.  Their  condudt  will  be  a  tranfcript, — a  prac¬ 
tical  delineation  of  the  truths  of  the  Gofpel.  They 
w  ill  be  fC  examples  of  believers  in  word,  in  conven¬ 
tion,  in  charity,  in  fpirit,  in  faith,  in  purity.  ”  "  In  all 

things  fhewing  themfelves  patterns  of  good  works.” 
“  A  Bifhop  muft  be  blamelefs,  the  hufband  of  one  w  ife, 
vigilant,  fober,  of  good  behaviour,  given  to  hofpitality, 
apt  to  teach  ;  not  given  to  wine,  no  flriker,  not  greedy 
of  filthy  lucre,  but  patient,  not  a  brawler,  not  cove- 
tous.”  He  muft  regularly  and  uniformly  pradtife  all 
the  moral  and  chriftian  virtues,  with  that  eafe  and 
firmnefs,  which  would  difcover  the  law  of  God  written 
in  his  heart. 

But  his  regularity  and  uniformity  w  ill  not  be  con¬ 
fined  to  his  private  condudt.  The  fame  w  ill  be  ob- 
ferved  in  his  public  adminiftrations.  He  will  preach 
a  regular,  harmonious  fyftem  of  truths,  taken  from 
thofe  lively  oracles  which  God  has  committed  to  man¬ 
kind,  In  his  dodtrine  he  will  not  be  like  a  wandering 
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Star, — a  temporary  meteor  which  partes  lawlefs  thro* 
the  air.  He  will  not  be  fo  unftable,  as  to  be  “  torted 
to  and  fro,  and  carried  about  with  every  wind  of 
doctrine.”  He  will  not  vary  his  dodtrine  with  every 
turn  of  the  times, — aliening  a  proportion  for  truth 
to-day,  and  to-morrow  renouncing  it  as  a  falfehood. 
But  whatever  may  be  the  change  of  the  times,  what¬ 
ever  the  cavillings  againft  the  truth,  or  perfecution  on 
account  of  found  dodtrine  ;  he  will  continue  to  preach 
a  uniform  fyftem  of  Gofpel-truths, ff  earneftly  contend¬ 
ing  for  the  faith  once  delivered  unto  the  faints. 

Not  that  the  Minifter  fhould  be  tied  down  by 
creeds  and  confefilons  to  a  fyrtem  of  human  invention, 
— not  that  he  fhould  be  forbidden  to  examine  for  him- 
felf,  or  even  to  rejedt  fuch  things,  however  fandtioned 
by  great  names,  as  appear  to  him  contrary  to  the 
dodtrines  of  Chrirt.  This  would  be  fuch  a  confine¬ 
ment,  as  would  in  a  great  meafure  prevent  his  profit¬ 
ing  himfelf,  and  being  profitable  to  others.  But  what 
is  meant  by  the  foregoing  obfervations  is,  that,  he  will 
not  renounce  what  is  generally  received  for  truth, 
without  fufficient  evidence  of  its  falfehood  ; — that  he 
will  firmly  adhere  to,  and  ftrenuoufiy  artert  the  erten- 
tial,  fundamental  dodtrines  of  the  Gofpel. 

But  though  he  will  not  labour  to  introduce  a  fyrtem 
of  dodtrines  in  oppofition  to  thofe  which  are  commonly 
received;  yet  he  will  not  embrace  and  preach  any 
thing  for  truth,  fimply  becaufe  others  have  afierted  it, 
- — f<  teaching  for  dodtrine  the  commandments  of  men.’* 
But  his  dodtrines  will  be  fo.  arranged,  and  his  conduct 
fo  regulated,  as  to  point  to  Jefus  as  their  centre. 

3d.  Stars  are  luminous.  They  contain  light,  or 
are  illuminated  themfelves  and  communicate  light  to 
other  things.  Their  light  is  extended  to  this  globe, 
difpelling  the  darknefs  which  would  otherwife  over- 

fpread 
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fpread  the  earth, — directing  the  courfe  of  the  benighted 
traveller.  By  their  kindly  beams  the  tempeft-beaten 
manlier,  worn  with  the  toils  and  fatigues  of  the  ocean, 
is  directed  to  the  defired  haven. 

The  fame  may  be  faid  of  Gofpel-Minifters.  They 
muft  have  the  light  of  truth  imprefFed  on  their  own 
minds,  if  they  would  diffufe  the  light  of  truth  among 
others  the)  mu  ft  have  the  truth  fixed  and  rooted  in 
their  own  hearts.  They  muft  be  the  children  of  light 
themselves.  If  their  owp  minds  are  not  illuminated 
with  divine  truth  ; — ff  If  the  light  that  is  in  them  ,be 
darknefs,  how  great  is  that  darknefs  ft’  It  cannot  be 
expected  that  they  fliould  profitably  fpread  light  around 
them,  unlefs  their  own  minds  are  irradiated  with  the 
beams  of  Gofpel  truth.  They  will  be  like  <f  blind  lea¬ 
ders  of  the  blind  and  there  is  the  utmoft  danger 
that  both  the  leaders,  and  thofe  who  are  led,  will  fall 
together  into  the  ditch  : — that  they  will  wander  them- 
felves,  and  lead  others  into  endlefs  mazes  of  error  and 
confufion,  if  not  to  final  deftruclon.  Their  light  will 
operate  to  their  own  advantage  as  well  as  to  that  of 
Others.'  They  will  not  be  like  a  Beacon,  which  holds 
a  lamp  for  the  direction  without  illuminating  itfelf ; 
but  like  a  heavenly  luminary,  which  is  irradiated  itfelf 
with  the  fame  beams  which  it  communicates  to  others. 

But  this  light,  however  necefiary  that  it  fhould  irra¬ 
diate  their  own  minds,  is  not  to  be  confined  to  them- 
felves.  It  is  to  be  communicated  to  others  for  their 
direction  in  the  ways  of  truth  and  piety.  Having 
received  the  truth  into  their  minds,  they  are  to  fpread 
its  light  where-ever  they  may  be  called  to  labour. 
“  Ye  are  the  light  of  the  world,”  fays  Chrift.  “  Nei¬ 
ther  do  men  light  a  candle,  and  put  it  under  a  bufhel  : 
but  on  a  candleftick,  and  it  giveth  light  unto  all 
that  are  in  the  houfe.  Let  your  light  fo  fhine  before 

•  -----  uj  men, 


men,  that  they,  may  fee  your  good  works,  and  glorify 
your  Father  which  is  in  heaven.”  They  fhould  fhinc 
like  heavenly  luminaries,  diffufing  their  fweet,  attrac¬ 
tive  influences  on  all  around  them.  fc  The  PriefTs  lips 
fhould  keep  knowledge,  and  they  Ihould  feek  the  law 
at  his  mouth.”  N  He  fhould  have  a  fund  of  religious 
truth  in  his  o\fn  mind  ;  he  fhould  be  well  furnifhed 
with  fpiritual  and  minifierial  knowledge  ;  that  being 
thus  “inftruefed  unto  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  he  may 
bring  forth  out  of  his  treafure  things  new  and  old.” 
He  fhould  be  fo  fkilled  in  the  doctrines  of  the  Gofpel 
as  to  adapt  his  difeourfes  to  the  circumftances  of  his 

hearers, - to  difpel  the  clouds  of  ignorance  from  the 

minds  of  the  ftupid, — : — to  detect  the  fallacy  of  their 

refuges  of  lies, - to  flrip  the  hypocritical  profefibr 

of  his  fair  difguifes, - and  to  adminiffer  the  oil  of 

confolation  to  the  broken  and  contrite  heart.  His 
light  fhould  be  fuch  as  to  awaken  the  attention  of  the 

thoughtlefs,- - to  explore  the  fecret  receffes  of  the 

human  heart, - to  difeover  the  latent  feeds  of  fin, 

• - and  to  trace  the  operation  of  the  carnal  mind,  in 

all  its  various  forms. 

i  J  .  T i  it  ^  * 

As  it  is  the  province  of  light  to  difeover  the  con¬ 
nexions  and  dependencies  of  things,  as  well  as  the 
things  thcmfelves  ;  fo  the  Gofpel-Minifier  will  point 
out  the  conftituted,  the  neceflary  connexion  between 

virtue  and  happinefs,  vice  and  mifery - that  happi- 

nefs  is  the  natural  offspring  of  virtue,  and  mifery  the 
true  descendant  of  vice.  ‘c  Sin  when  it  is  finifhed 
bringeth  forth  death.”  He  will  reprefent  the  wrath 
of  God  denounced  againft  finners, — -pointing  out  their 
dangerous,  their  awful  fituation,  while  deftitute  of  an 
intereff  in  the  merits  of  redemption ;  that  they  are 
u  condemned  already  and  the  wrath  of, God  abideth” 
pn  them  ; — that  unlefs  repentance  take  place,  they  muff 
fink  in' the  gulph  of  divine  vengeance, 


“  Under 
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"  Under  that  boiling  ocean  wrapt  in  chains ; 

“  There  to  convcrfe  with  everlalting  groans, 

<f  Unrefpited,  unpitied,  unreprieved,  ...  , 

“  Ages  of  hopelefs  end.” 

But  while  he  is  unfolding  the  terrors  of  the  Lord 
againft  the  wicked,  he  will  not  forget  to  direct  the 
trembling  foul  to  Jefus,  the  Mediator  of  the  new  cove¬ 
nant  ; - the  only  fupport  of  a  wounded  fpirit - the 

only  way  to  the  everlafting  maniions - the  only  door 

to  the  abodes  of  blifs.  He  will  point  out  the  path 
of  duty  to  thofe  who  are  enquiring  the  way  to  Zion  ; 
and  thofe,  who  are  oppreffed  with  a  fenfe  of  the  nature 
and  defert  of  lin,  he  will  direct  to  the  atoning  f<  blood 
of  Chrift,  which  cleanfeth  from  all  fin.”  He  will 
invite  linners  to  receive  Jefus  as  their  only  Saviour, — 
to  walk  in  him  while  in  this  toillome  world, — to  per- 
fevere  in  the  ways  of  piety  and  religion,  till  they  arrive 
at  the  haven  of  everlafting  reft. 

These  truths  the  Chriflian-Minifter  will  preach, 
thefe  directions  he  will  give,  w  ith  all  plainnefs  and 

fimplicity,. - practiling  according  to  the  directions 

he  gives  to  others, - difcovering  by  his  preaching  and 

practice,  that  he  has  “  renounced  the  hidden  things  of 
difhonefty,  not  walking  in  craftinefs,  nor  handling  the 
word  of  God  deceitfully,  but,  by  manifeftation  of  the 
truth,  commending  himfclf  to  every  man’s  conference 
in  the  light  of  God.”  He  will  difplay  a  fteady,  uni¬ 
form  light,  not  like  a  meteor  which  leads  travellers 
into  bogs  and  moralTes  ;  but  guiding  his  hearers  to 
the  maniions  of  everlafting  dav.  "In  doCtrine  fhew- 
mg  uncorruptnefs,  gravity,  fincerity,  found  fpeech  that 
cannot  be  condemned.5’ 

4th.  And 


'4th.  And  as  a  confequence  of  the  former.  Stars  arc 
expofed  to  view.  TheiiyBtuation  isfo  exalted,  and  they 
are  fo  luminous,  that  they  are  expofed  to  the  infpeition 
and  obfervation  of  all  who  will  attend. 

So  it  is  with  the  Minifters  of  the  Gofpe-1.  They  arc 
placed  in  an  exalted  flation,  as  the  light  of  the  world, 
in  open  view  of  all  obfervers.  “  Ye  are  the  light  of 
the  world/’  fays  our  Saviour,  “  A  city  that  is  fet  on  an 
hill  cannot  be  hid.”  *  We  are  made  a  fpeitacle  to  the 
world,  fays  St.  Paul,  and  to  angels,  and  to  men.”  On 
account  of  their  public  ftation  and  employment,  it 
may  naturally  be  expected,  that  all  their  motions  will 
be  ftriitly  obferved,  their  conduit  narrowly  infpeited, 
and  their  character  examined  with  the'  molt  feruti- 
nizing  attention. 

But  though  people  will  be  fo  particular  in  marking 
the  character  and  conduit  of  the  Mini  Iters  of  the  Gof- 
pel  ;  yet  we  are  not  to  expeit  from  them  the  candour 
and  impartiality  which  ought  to  be  ufed.  >  Their  faults 
will  be  fwelied  by  the  malicious  whifper  of  envy  and 
Bander  to  an  enormous  fize.  Even  that  which  would 
be  efteemed  a  venial  flip  in  others,  in  them  will  be 
deemed  an  almofl  unpardonable  crime.  While  the 
eye  of  jealoufy  and  envy  is  conftantly  fixed  on  their 
conduit,  narrowly  watching  for  every  flip,  the  tongue 
of  (lander  is  ready  to  publifh  the  failure,  ( if  any  ap¬ 
pears)  with  all  the  aggravation  that  malice  can  invent. 

Being  thus  expofed  to  view,  it  will  be  the  duty  and 
wifdom  of  Minifters  to  obferye  the  ftriiteft  morality 
and  prudence  in  all  their  conduit, — to  be  wife  as  fer- 

pents,  and  harmlefs  as  doves  ; - -giving  no  occafion 

to  the  enemy  to  fpeak  reproachfully  or  blafpheme  ; — 
((  ftudying  to  fhew  themfelves,  by  their  conduit  and 
doitrine,  approved  unto  Gcd,  workmen  that  need  not 
to  be  alhamed,  rightly  dividing  the  word  of  truth.” 

5th.  Stars 


5th,  Stars  are  beautiful, — art  ornament  to  the  6£: 
panfe  of  heaven.  They  difplay  a  luftre,  a  brilliancy 
through  the  celeftial  arch. 

The  fame  may  be  faid  of  the  Minifters  of  theGofpel. 
They  are  the  beauty  and  glory  of  a  fociety.  ff  How 
beautiful  upon  the  mountains  are  the  feet  of  him  that 
bringeth  good  tidings,  .that  publifheth  peace,  that 
bringeth  good  tidings  of  good,  that  publifheth  falva- 
tion,  that  faith  unto  Zion,  thy  God  reigneth.”  “  How 
beautiful  are  the  feet  of  them  that  preach  the  Gofpel  of 
peace,  and  bring  glad  tidings  of  good  things.”  They  are 
the  ornament  and  dignity  of  civilized  nations;  It  is 
principally  by  their  means  that  civilized  nations  are  di£* 
tinguifhed  from  heathens  and  barbarians.  The  Gofpel- 
miniftry,  aided  by  the  civil  magiftracy,  maintains  and 
fjpports  the  dignity  and  fuperiority  of  the  more  re¬ 
fined  and  poiifhed  nations  above  the  favages  of  the 
wildernefs.  Without  a  Gdfpel  miniftry,  chriftianity 
cannot  ordinarily  long  fubfift  in  a  community  ;  and 
without  chriftianity,  civilization  will  loon  degenerate. 

6th.  Though  the  Stars  are  all  beautiful  :  yet  they 
differ  from  each  other  in  their  appearance.  ((  One 
Star  differeth  from  another  Star  in  glory.” 

This  fitly  reprefents  the  difference  that  obtains 
among  the  Minifters  of  the  Gofpel.  Though  they 
may  be  genuine  Preachers  of  the  truth  as  it  is  in 
Jefus  ;  yet  there  is  a  vaft  difference  in  their  manner 
of  preaching,  and  in  the  fame  and  glory  which  they 
acquire  among  mankind.  <c  There  are  diverfities  of 
gifts,  but  the  fame  fpirit.  And  there  are  differences 
of  adminiftrations,  but  the  fame  Lord.  And  there  are 
diverfities  of  operations,hut  the  fame  God, which  work- 
eth  all  in  all.”  The  fame  Spirit  operates  diverfly  in 
different  perfons,  qualifying  them  for  different  fervices 


if 

in  the  church,  Paul,  Apollos,  and  Cephas,  were  led 
by  the  fame  Spirit,  engaged  in  the  fame  caufe,  and 
purfuingthe  fame  end.  Yet  their  manner,  cf  preach¬ 
ing  was  very  different fo  different  as  to  lead  people 
to  form  parties,  and  to  call  themfelves  by  their  relpec- 
tive  names  ;  faying,  ff  I  am  of  Paul,  and  I  of  Apollos,- 
and  I  of  Cephas.”  One  party,  it  is  probable,  was 
pleafed  with  the  clofe,  cbnnedied  reafoning  of  Paul ; 
another  was  won  by  the  fweet  perfuafive  eloquence  of 
Apollos  ;  and  another  was  captivated  by  the  boldnefs 
and  fervor  of  Peter’s  zeal.  And  the  diverfities  of  gifts 
among  Preachers  at  the  prefent  day  are  fimilar  to 
what  they  were  in  the  Apoflles’  days,  and  have  much 
the  fame  effect  on  their  hearers.  They  are  attached 
to  different  Names,  and  have  formed  different  parties,- 
to  the  great  inconvenience  of  their  Teachers,  and  td 
the  obflrudtion  of  the  prevalence  of  truth. 

This  party-fpirit  however  is  not  the  native  growth 
bf  Gofpel -truth.  It  proceeds  from  the  lulls  and  cor¬ 
ruptions  of  the  human  heart,  from  which  all  wars  and 
fightings  take  their  fource. 

O  O 

But  if  this  party-fpirit  is  finful  in  the  hearers,  how 
much  mote  finful  is  it,  that  this  diverfity  fhould  pro¬ 
duce  animofity  among  the  Miniflers  themfelves  ?  The 
difference  among  the  Stars  in  magnitude  and  glory 
produces  no  difeotd  or  confulion  in  their  eourfes  and 
revolutidns.  Nor  did  the  different  parts  the  Apoflles 
were  to  acd:  caufe  any  contention  and  wrath  among 
them.  No  more  fhould  the  diverfities  of  gifts  caufe 
envy  and  flrife  among  the  Miniflers '  of  Chrifl  at  the' 
prefent  day.  If  we  w'ere  united  in  affection,  the  dif¬ 
ferences  of  adininiflrations,  and  even  the  diverfities  of 
fentiments,  where  the  effcnce  of  Chriflianity  is  pre- 
ferved,  inftead  of  being  injurious,  might  be  favourable 
%o  the  caufe  of  religion.  But  if  we  exercife  bitternefsr 

C  and 


and  wrath  towards  each  other,  we  caufe  a  fchifm  iri 
the  body  of  Chrift,  and  effedtually  pull  down  the  caufe 
we  profefs  to  fupport.  Such  a  contention  between 
brethren,  on  account  of  fome  little  diverlities,  refe ru¬ 
bles  a  contention  between  the  members  of  the  body 
natural  on  account  of  their  different  ufes  in  the  animal 
economy.  As  if  “  the  eye  fhould  fay  to  the  hand,  I 
have  no  need  of  thee  ;  or  the  head  to  the  feet,  I  have 
no  need  of  you.” 

7th.  The  Star  mentioned  in  the  Text  was  defgned 
to  lead  the  Eaflern  Sages  to  Chrift.  They  difeovered 
it  in  their  native  land,  as  a  token  of  the  Mefliah’s 
birth  ;  and  when  they  had  obtained  what  intelligence 
they  could  refpedling  this  great  event,  f<  Lo  the  Star 
went  before  them,  till  it  came  and  food  over  where 
the  young  child  w7as.”  Its  fpecial  defign  was  to  point 
out  to  them  the  blelfed  Redeemer.  It  diredfed  them 
to  the  place  where  the  young  child,  the  infant  Saviour 
was  to  be  found. 

This  Star  therefore  ftrikingly  points  out  the  lead¬ 
ing,  the  principal  duty  of  the  Chriflian  Minifter. 
The  defign  of  his  miniftry,  the  end  and  aim  of  all  his 
labours  fhould  be  to  lead  finners  to  Chrift.  For  this 
he  fhould  ftudy,  for  this  he  fhould  preach,  and  for  this 
he  fhould  pray.  In  this  he  fhould  be  willing  to 
“fpend  and  be  fpent.”  In  this  fhould  all  his  labours 
centre,  as  the  point,  without  the  attainment  of  which 
he  will  labour  in  vain  and  fpend  his  ftrength  for 
nought.  To  the  accomplilhment  of  this  great  pur- 
pofe  he  fhould  devote  his  private  ftudies  and  public 
fervices  ; — labouring  to  difpel  the  mills  of  prejudice 
and  error  from  the  minds  of  his  hearers,  that  they  may 
fee  the  glory  and  beauty  of  Jefus  the  Redeemer.  In 
this  he  fhould  be  engaged  with  that  earneftnefs  and 
zeal,  which  becomes  one  who  is  intrufted  with  the 

care 
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care  of  immortal  fouls — whofe  intereft  lies  near  his 
heart — and  for  whom  he  muft  give  account.  For 
them  he  diould  employ  his  mod  vigorous  exertions— 
his  molt  condant  labours — and  as  Paul  fays  of  the 
Galatians,  he  fhould  even  “  travail  in  birth  of  them 
till  Chrid  be  formed  in  them.”  He  fhould  preach 
not  himfelf,  but  Chrift  Jefus  the  Lord, — -not  to  difplay 
his  own  abilities  and  eloquence  ;  but  to  direct  tinners 
to  Chrift. 

But  in  order  to  lead  tinners  to  Chrift,  it  is  neceflary 
that  fome  other  dodtrines  fhould  previouflv  be  under- 
flood.  Particularly  they  muft  be  taught  the  exidence- 
of  God.  This  is  at  the  foundation  of  all  religion.. 
It  would  be  ufelefs  to  direct  linnets  to  Chrift  as  the 
Mediator  between  God  and  man,  while  they  did  not 
believe  in  the  exiftence  of  God.  But  this  truth  is  fo- 
deeply  engraven  on  the  works  of  nature,  that  a  perfon, 
of  common  underftanding  can  hardly  be  thought, 
ignorant  of  it.. 

As  a  further  preparatory  to  the  dodlrine  of  fal'vatioti 
by  Chrift,  the  Chriftian-Minifter  will  preach  the  doc¬ 
trine  of  man’s  apodacy — the  original  lapfe — and  the 
whole  train  of  moral  as  well  as  natural  evils  which  are 
confequent  upon  his  fir  ft  degeneracy.  The  alienation 
of  the  heart  from  God — the  enmity  of  the  carnal  mind 
-—the  univerfal  depravation  of  the  mental  powers — the 
inability  of  man,  independent  of  the  Gofpel,  to  reftore 
himfelf  to  the  favour  and  friendfhip  of  God,  are  doc¬ 
trines  fo  plainly  taught  in  the  infpired  writings,  and 
are  fo  evidently  at  the  foundation  of  the  Chriftian 
fcheme,  that  the  Gofpel-Miniftcr  cannot  with  any 
propriety  pafs  them  over  in  filence.  He  cannot  con  ¬ 
fidently  diredt  men  to  Chrift  without  introducing 
things,  as  reprefenting  the  true  date  and  charadler  of 
mankind.  To  what  purpofe  can  the  Minidcr  call  up¬ 
on 


on  his  hearers  to  be  reconciled  to  God  through  Chrift, 
if  there  is  no  alienation  of  heart  ?  To  what  purpofe 
are  they  directed  to  look  to  God  through  Chrift  for 
the  purifying  influences  of  the  fpirit,  if  there  is  no  pol¬ 
lution  ?  And  if  they  are  originally  and  independently 
able  to  fave  thernfelves,  why  are  they  directed  to  trufl:  in 
thrift  for  falvation  ?  Such  is  the  pride  of  the  human 
heart,  fuch  itsaverfion  to  dependence,  that  it  never  will 
be  preva  fled  upon  to  truft  in  another  for  aflfftarice,  while 
there  is  a  belief  of  felf-fufliciency.  In  order  to  fee  the 
necefnty  of  the  great  Phyfician,  they  mu  ft  be  taught  that 
they  are-fpiritually  lick.  “  They  that  are  whole  need  not 
.a  Phyiida n,  but  they  that  are  tick.”  And  a  fancied 
found nefs  wilLas  effectually  prevent  their  making  ap¬ 
plication  to  the  Phyfician  as  that  which  is  real.  It  is 
therefore  the  Chriftia'n-Minifter’s  duty  to  point  out  >  to 
his  hearers  their  true  Aate  and  character — teaching  fin- 
ners  that  they  are  morally  defiled — that  they  are  under 
the  reigning  power  of  fin — “  The  whole  head  is  tick, 
and  the  whole  heart  faint.  From  the  foie  of  the  foot, 
even  unto  the  head,  there  is  no  foundnefs  in  it;  but- 
wounds  and  bruifes,  and  putrifying  fores.’’ 

This  view  of  the  fate  and  character  of  finners  will 
evince  the  propriety  of  that  zeal  and  pathos  which 
ought  to  be  ufed  in  mviting  finners  to  Chrift.  It  will 
give  a  conflAency  to  the  Preacher’s  conduct,  while  hg 
makes  it  his  principal  object  to  direcl  finners  to  Chrift, 
the  only  u  Name  under  heaven  given  among  .men 
whereby  they  mull  be  faved.” 

With  this  view  of  their  ftate  he  may  earneftly  and 
pathetically  urge  finners  to  apply  to  Jefus  the  great 
Phyfi  cian  of  fouls,  for  the  healing  of  all  their  fpiri- 
tual  maladies.  With  this  view  he  may  confidently 
direct  them  to  Chrift  the  fountain,  in  which  they 
pnay  be  purified  from  all  ftithinefs  of  flefh  and  fpirit, 

and 
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and  be  cleanfed  from  all  unrighteoufnefs.  He  will  point 
out  to  them  the  all-fufficiency  of  Jefus, — hie  wing  that 
he  is  altogether  fuitable  and  every  way  qualified  to 

fave  finners, - that  it  was  the  delign  of  his  midion 

to  feck  and  to  fave  that  which  was  loft, - that  he  has 

magnified  the  law  and  made  it  honourable, - brought 

in  everlafting  righteoufnefs, - and  fo  opened  a  door 

for  fovereign  mercy  to  flow  down  to  guilty  mortals. 

He  will  alfo  point  out  the  all-fufficiency  of  the 

atonement - that  it  is  adapted  to  the  date  and  cir- 

cpm  dances  of  finners.  He  wall  preach  the  fu  fieri  ngs 
and  death  of  Chrid  for  our  falvation, — that  while  we 
were  yet  without  drength,  in  due  time  Chrid  died  for 
the  ungodly, — that  the  fword  of  incenfed  vengeance 

was  fheathed  in  the  bofom  of  our  deared  Lord, - -  1 

that  he  fired  his  blood,  his  mod  precious  blood,  to 
fave  finners  from  deferved  ruin. 


This  will  lead  him  to  treat  of  the  beauty  and  glory 
of  the  Mediator’s  char  abler, — his  meeknefs,  humility 
and  condefcendon,  in  undertaking  and  performing  the 

great  work  of  man’s  redemption, - cfpecially  the 

love,  the  unbounded  love  which  he  difplayed  when 
he  made  his  foul  an  offering  for  fin.  “  Love  which 
palfeth  knowledge”  ! 

In  treating  of  the  excellency  of  the  mediatorial  cha¬ 
racter,  the  Minider  will  not  forget  to  mention  the 

•various  offices  which  Chrid  fudains,- - that  he  is  the 

Prophet  to  indrubf,  the  Pried  to  make  atonement  and 
interceffion,  and  King  to  rule  in  and  reign  over  his 
people, — that  he  is  infinitely  beautiful  and  lovely  in 
his  perfon  and  in  his  offices,  that  he  is  worthy  of  the 
higheft  edeem  and  affedlion  of  all  intelligences.  Lie 
is  the  chiefed  among  ten  thoufand;  he  is  altogether 
lovely.”  ^ 

Bur 
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But  in  directing  finners  to  Chrift  it  will  be  pecu¬ 
liarly  the  duty  of  the  Minifter  to  point  out  the  man¬ 
ner  in  which  they  can  become  interefted  in  his  merits. 
When  the  trembling  Jaylor  enquired  of  Paul  and  Silas, 
€<  What  dial l  I  do  to  be  faved  ?”  They  not  only  di¬ 
rected  him  where  his  help  was  to  be  found  ;  but  how 
he  was  to  apply  :  <f  Believe  on  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift, 
and  thou  fhalt  be  faved.”  They  directed  him  to  the 
exercife  of  faith  in  Chrift.  Faith  is  the  conftituted 
bond'  of  union  betwen  Chrift  and  the  foul.  Faith 
which  worketh  by  love  and  repentance  unto  life  are 
eftential  to  the  Chriftian  character.  Without  thefe 
finners  can  have  no  intereft  in  the  blood  of  Chrift. 
His  righteous  life  and  bitter  death  will  avail  them 

nothing,  unlefs  they  embrace  him  for  their  Saviour - 

renounce  their  allegiance  to  the  God  of  this  world* 
take  up  their  crofs,  and  follow  him. 

The  Gofpel-Minifter  will  alfo  perfuade  finners  to 
come  to ’Chrift  by  the  moft  tender  and  alluring  argu¬ 
ments, - {hewing  the  readinefs  of  Chrift  to  receive 

them, - his  tender  compaftion  for  the  humble  peni¬ 
tent, - that  he  wears  the  character  of  a  Lamb  in 

gentlenefs,  and  meeknefs, - that  his  bowels  melt 

with  compaftion  over  mankind.  Thus  will  he  labour 
to  draw  them  with  cords  of  a  man,  with  bands  of  love. 

But  while  he  is  reprefenting  Chrift  in  thefe  gentle 
eharaClers,  thefe  winning  titles,  he  will  not  forget  to 

bring  into  view  his  office  as  final  Judge  ; - {hewing 

that  ail  Judgment  is  committed  to  him - that  he, 

who  nowr  appears  as  the  Lamb  fiain  from  the  foun¬ 
dation  of  the  world,  will,  one  day,  afiume  the  form  of 

the  Lion  of  the  tribe  of  Judah: - that  he  will  feparate 

the  righteous  from  the  wicked,  as  a  fhephcrd  divideth 

his  fheep  from  the  goats - that  he  will  fay  to  the 

wicked  in  the  terror  of  his  Majefty,  “  Depart  from 
me,  ye  curfed,  into  everlafting  fire,  prepared  for  the 

devil 
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devil  and  his  angels.  Thus  knowing  the  terrors  as  well 

as  the  mercies  of  the  Lord,  he  will  perfuade  men, - 

pointing  out  the  power  of  his  wrath  as  well  as  the 
glory  of  his  grace. 

Thus  will  the  Gofpel-Minifter,  as  the  Star  in  the 
text,  direct  linners  to  Chrift.  And  if  he  faithfully  dif- 
charge  the  duties  of  his  office, — if  he  continues  rightly 
to  divide  the  word  ot  truth — perfevering  in  his  fidelity 
even  unto  death,  he  fhall  receive  a  crown  of  life.  He 
is  on  earth  a  lively  refemblance  of  Jefus,  <f  the  bright 
and  morning  Star  ;  and  when  he  has  finifhed  his  tefti- 
monv  on  earth,  he  fhall  fhine  as  a  Star  of  the  firft 
magnitude  in  the  kingdom  of  our  Redeemer.  “  They 
that  be  wife  fhall  fhine  as  the  brightnefs  of  the  firma¬ 
ment,  and  they  that  turn  many  to  righteoufncfs,  as  the 
Stars  forever  and  ever.” 

I  pafs  to  confider, 

II.  The  duty  and  difpofition  of  a  people  when  a 
Gofpel-Minifter  is  introduced  among  them. 

When  the  Wife  men  of  the  Eaft  faw  the  Star  men-; 
tioned  in  the  Text,  they  readily  purfued  in  fearch  of 
Chrift,  to  whom  it  directed.  They  left  their  native 
land,  and  came  into  Judea,  enquiring  for  him  who 
•was  born  King  of  the  Jev^s.  Their  readinefs  to  follow 
the  Star  does  not  appear  to  be  to  gratify  a  vain  curb, 
ofity  ;  but  to  pay  their  homage  to  the  infant  Saviour. 
<f  We  have  feen  his  Star  in  the  Fall,  and  are  come 
to  worffiip  him.”  “  When  they  were  come  into  the 
houfe,  they  faw  the  young  child  with  Mary  his 
mother,  and  fell  dowm  and  worfhipped  him.” 

Ti-ie  practice  of  thefe  Eaftern  Sages  fitly  reprefents 
the  duty  of  a  people,  and  the  difpofition  with  which 
they  ought  to  receive  a  Gofpel-Minifter.  When  a 
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Minifter  is  introduced  among  them,  they  fhould  Ptf 
difpofed  to  follow  his  directions,  efpecially  thofe  which 
point  out  Chriii  to  their  fouls.  They  fhould  be  ready 
to  leave  their  earthly  treafures  and  come  to  Chrift. 
They  fhould  attend  on  his  mini  dry,  not  with  a  vairl 
curiofity — to  hear  what  the  Babler  has  to  fay — to  hear 
the  eloquence  and  ingenuity  of  the  Preacher  ;  but  to 
gain  difcoveries  of  the  beauty  and  glory  of  the  Re¬ 
deemer - that  their  faith  may  be  {Lengthened - - 

their  love  increafed,  and  they  prepared  to  worfhip  him. 

The  falvation  of  finners  is  obtainable  only  through 
Chrift.  On  this  account  they  fhould  be  diligent  in 
attending  to  the  public  difpenfations  of  the  word  till 
Chrift  be  formed  in  them.  “  Faith  cometh  by  hear¬ 
ing,  and  hearing  by  the  word  of  God.”  They  ought 
therefore  to  hear  as  for  their  lives — to  take  heed  how 
they  hear — and  confider  that  the  word  preached  will 
not  profit  them,  unlefs  it  is  mixed  with  faith  in  them 
that  hear.  They  fhould  attend  to  the  light  of  truth, 
which  is  difpenfed  by  their  Minifter — purfue  his  di¬ 
rections — and  repair  immediately  to  Jcfus,  to  whom*, 
the  light  directs,  and  through  whom  alone  they  can 
obtain  falvation,  and  eternal  life. 

Again — “  When  the  Wife  men  in  the  Text  faw  the 
Star,  they  rejoiced  with  exceeding  great  joy.”  Or, 
as  it  might  have  been  more  literally,  though  not  fo 
elegantly  mandated,  “  They  joyed  a  great  joy  exceed¬ 
ingly.”  They  were  filled  with  raptures  of  joy,  on 
feeing  the  Star  directing  them  to  Chrift. 

The  farfie  ought  to  be  the  difpofttion  of  a  people, 
when  a  Go fpcl -Minifter  is  introduced  among  them. 
They  fhould  receive  him  as  a  precious  gift  of  their 
afeended  Lord.  They  fhould  efteem  it  as  a  token  of 
God’s  favour  to  them  as  a  people,  and  as  a  matter  of 
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the  greateh  joy,  the  fweetefl  confolation  they  can  re¬ 
ceive.  The  Gofpel  contains  glad  tidings  of  great  jo/ 
to  all  people  ;  and  the  opportunity  they  have  to  attend 
to  the  joyful  found  under  a  hated  minihry  fhould  Til 
them  with  the  highcft  fatisfadtion  and  delight.  What¬ 
ever  leads  to  Chrih  is  matter  of  joy,  bccaufe  through 
him  alone  can  we  obtain  true  happinefs.  The  Gofpel - 

minihry  is  defigned  to  lead  tinners  to  Chrih - their 

true  happinefs - the  happinefs  of  their  immortal 

fouls. 

-•  -  •  1  T  -  -  -•  ’  . 

This  joy  however  fhould  be  fomething  more  than  a 
temporary  exhilaration  cf  the  animal  fpirits — a  fudden 
„  hafh  which  foon  fubfides.  It  fhould  be  a  heady,  per¬ 
manent  delight ;  which  will  carry  them  on  to  a  fixed, 
unfhaken  friendfhip  for  the  minihry,  and  a  tender 
friendly  regard  to  all  who  faithfully  difcharge  its  Office. 
The  Jews  were  willing  for  a  time  to  rejoice  in  the 
minihry  of  John  the  Baptih.  “  He  was  a  burning; 
and  a  fhitiing  light :  and  ye  were  willing  for  a  feafijh 
to  rejoice  in  his  light/’  But  they  did  riot  exercife 
that  fixed,  heady  joy  which  his  minihry  was  calculated 
to  excite.  They  did  not  purfue  the  didlates  of  his 
light,  and  repair  to  Chrih,  to  whom  it  directed  ;  and 
therefore  they  are  accufed  of  neglecting  his  minihry: 
It  is  the  duty  of  people  therefore  not  only  to  be  plea- 
fed  for  a  time  in  the  Gofpel-minihry,  but  to  rejoice 
in  the  light  with  a  heady  delighb — with  fuch  a  joy  as 
will  lead  them  to  obey  its  didlates  and  repair  to  Chrih; 

This  joy  fhould  likewife  be  of  an  operative  nature. 
It  fhould  lead  them  to  a  conhant  attendance  on  the 
labours  of  their  Pahor,  and  a  ready  contribution  to  his 
fupport.  If  they  delight  in  him — if  they  rejoice  in 
his  minihry,  they  will  with  the  greateh  freedom  con¬ 
tribute  of  their  fubhance  to  his  maintenance— that  he 
may  have  a  comfortable  fubhftence  among  them: 
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*<  If  he  fows  to  them  fpiritual  things,  will  they  efteem 
it  a  great  thing,  if  he  fhall  reap  their  carnal  things  ?” 
«  If  they  are  made  partakers  of  his  fpiritual  things, 
their  duty  is  to  miniftcr  unto  him  in  carnal  things.” 
“  Let  him  that  is  taught  in  the  word  communicate 
unto  him  that  teacheth  in  all  good  things.”  If  their 
joy  does  not  have  this  effedt  on  them,  it  is  not  the 
joy  they  ought  to  exercife. 

Thus  I  have  mentioned  fome  things  in  which  there 
is  a  refemblance  betweeen  Stars  in  general  and  the 
Star  mentioned  in  the  Text  in  particular,  and  a 
Chriflian-Minifler.  I  have  likewife  briefly  hinted  at 
the  duty  of  a  people  when  a  Miniiler  is  introduced 
among  them. 

A  number  of  ufeful  and  important  inferences  might 
be  deduced  from  wffiat  has  been  faid  ;  but  thefe  muff 
give  place  to  the  addreffes  ufual  and  proper  on  fach 
occafions  as  the  p refen t.  And 

ill,  To  the  Candidate  for  w'hofe  induction  to  office 
we  are  now  convened  I  diredl  my  addrefs. 

Refpecled  and  dear  Sir, 

You  are  now  about  to  be  indudled  into  the  facred 
office  of  the  Gofpel-miniflry.  In  conjunction  with 
one,  who  has  long  been  a  burning  and  a  fhining  light 
you  are  about  to  be  placed  as  a  Star  in  this  golden 
Candleftick.  ’*  '  '  '  ‘  j  :  y 

As  you  have  chofen  me  to  be  your  public  Monitor 
on  this  occafion,  you  will  fuffer  me,  in  faithful  friend¬ 
ship,  to  recommend  to  you  fidelity  and  zeal  in  the 
difcharge  of  your  duty.  Let  me  remind  you  of  the 
dignity  and  folemnity  of  the  office  into  which  you  are 

about  to  be  inducted - the  office  of  a  Gofpel-Mimfter 
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— —an  office  in  fome  refpeCts  the  moil  honourable  of 
any  devolved  on  man.  Let  this  confideration  fuggefh 
to  you  the  importance  of  diligence  and  attention,  led 
the  miniftry  fhould  be  brought  into  difrepute  by  your 
neglebt.  Let  the  dignity  of  your  ftation  excite  in  you 

a  holy  emulation  to  magnify  your  office - to  fudain 

the  real  character,  as  well  as  the  title  of  an  Arnbailador 

for  Chrift - a  Meffienger  of  the  Lord  of  hods.  Let 

not  this  honour  which  you  receive,  with  all  Chridian 
Minifters,  excite  pride  in  your  heart,  led  you  fhould 
bring  di (grace  on  your  profeffion,  and  fall  yourfelf  into 
condemnation.  Let  humility  and  meeeknefs  be  dif- 
tinguifhed  traits  in  your  character  ;  while  with  digni¬ 
ty  and  authority  you  perform  the  duty  of  an  Ambaffia- 
dor  for  Chrid. - -You  mud  be  fenfible  of  the  pro¬ 

priety  of  obferving  regularity  and  uniformity  in  your 
private  converfation  and  public  fervices.  Let  a  regu¬ 
lar  harmony  prevail  in  all  your  public  difcourfes  ;  and 
let  morality  and  religion  mark  the  movements  of  your 

private  life.- - You  are  about  to  be  fet  up  as  a  light 

in  the  world.  Take  heed.  My  dear  Brother,  that  the 

light  which  is  in  you  be  not  darknefs - that  you  do 

not  become  a  blind  leader  of  the  blind.  Beware 
that  you  do  not  live  in  darknefs  yourfelf,  while  you 

profefs  to  diffufe  light  to  others - that  your  own 

mind  isfavingly  illuminated  with  the  beams  ofGofpei 
truth — -that  you  arc  in  perfon  judly  numbered  among 
the  children  of  the  light  and  of  the  day.  And  the 
day  having  dawned,  and  the  day-Star  arifen  in  your 
heart,  “  Let  your  light  fo  fhine  before  men,v  by  your 
doCtrine  and  example,  “  that  they  feeing  your  good 
works,”  may  embrace  the  light— —purfue  its  directions 
- — repair  to  Jefus— ■ — and  <£  glorify  your  Father  which 

is  in  heaven.” - Your  exalted  flat  ion  will  expofe  you 

to  the  view  of  furrounding  fpectators*  You  are  as  a 
city  fet  on  an  hill.  Your  con  duel  will  be  obferved,  by 
the  wicked,  with  the  ftrifteft  cxactnefs,  and  your  fail- 
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ings  noticed  with  a  malicious  joy.  The  envious  plea¬ 
sure  which  the  wicked  difeover  in  feeing  and  publish¬ 
ing  the  faults  of  the  righteous,  efpecially  Miniflers, 
Should  be  a  ftimulus  with  you  to  pradtife  as  well  as 

pre  ac  h  the  Gofpcl  of  the  grace  of  God.*- - * — Labour 

therefore  to  adorn  the  dodtrine  of  God  our  Saviour  in 

all  things - to  be  a  beauty  and  ornament  to  your  pro- 

felTion. - -And  though  you  may  fee  others  fharing  a 

greater  degree  of  popular  applaufe,  and  advanced  to 
greater  earthly  emoluments  ;  yet  be  contented  with 
the  ftation  allotted  you  by  the  great  Head  of  the 

Church. — : - But  it  is  your  principal,  your  leading 

buiinefs  to  diredl  finners  to  Chrift.  To  accomplish 
this  purpofc  you  are  required  to  labour  with  diligence, 
fidelity  and  perfeverance.  Conflder,  Dear  Sir,  the  im¬ 
portance  of  the  fervice  in  which  you  are  about  to  en¬ 
gage.  It  is  not  fimply  to  point  out  a  fyftem  of  mo¬ 
rality  to  your  hearers, — it  is  not  to  entertain  them  with 
mctaphyftcal  difquifitions  on  the  one  hand,  nor  with 

popular  harangues  on  the  other, - it  is  not  to  pi  cafe 

the  imagination  with  a  fet  of  well-turned  periods,  or 
to  tickle  the  fancy  with  unmeaning  rhapfodies  of  florid 

cxpreftions  ; - -but  it  is  to  dftedt  them  to  Chrifl, - 

to  lead  them  from  the  ways  of  fin  and  death,  to  the 
foundation  of  life  and  happinefs.  Their  life,  the  life 
of  their  fouls  depends  on  their  intcreft  in  Chrifl.  If 
they  fail  of  this  they  are  lofl — lofl  beyond  the  hope  of 
recovery.  Whatever  inftrudtions  you  may  give  them 
in  other  things,  if  they  do  not  attain  to  the  knowledge 
of  Chrift,  you  labour  in  vain.  Nay,  if  they  fail  of 
this  through  your  neglect,  your  labour,  to  your  own 
foul,  is  worfe  than  loft  :  their  blood  will  be  required 
at.  your  hands.  To  you  is  committed  the  care  of  thefe 

fouls - fouls  of  immortal  w'orth - the  purchafe  of 

blood - the  blood  of  Chrift - to  fave  them  from  ruin, 

the  Saviour  gave  his  own  moft  precious  life  : - yet, 

though  they  are  inconceivably  precious,  they  may 
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peri (li - they  may  be  loft  forever - and,  O  folemn 

thought,  they  may  be  loft  through  your  negledt.  If 
you  are  not  faithful,  their  blood  will  be  required  at 
your  hands.  Take  heed  therefore  left  while  you  are 

bufy  here  and  there,  they  fhould  be  gone - gone 

beyond  the  reach  of  mercy.  And  O,  how  full  of  an- 
guifh  muft  the  thought  be  to  us,  of  meeting  in  the 
future  worlds  a  foul  loft  through  our  neglect,  faying  in 
the  bitternefs  of  his  fpirit,  ff  There  is  the  unfaithful 
guide  that  brought  me  to  this.  Had  you  been  faith¬ 
ful  in  warning  me,  I  never  fhould  have  come  to  this 
place  of  torment.’ * 

Consider,  Sir,  as  motives  to  fidelity,  the  prayers  that 
are  offered  up  by  this  Church,  and  by  all  the  friends 
of  religion,  for  the  faithfulncfs  and  fuccefs  of  thofe  who 

are  entering  into  the  Gofpel-harveft. - Confider  the 

folicitude  of  your  affectionate,  your  piou?  Parents  ; 
whofe  anxious  hearts  beat  with  a  tender,  a  trembling 
concern  for  your  welfare  and  fuccefs.  Many,  un¬ 
doubtedly,  are  the  prayers  and  tears  with  which  they 
have  commended  you  to  God,  and  to  the  word  of 
Jiis  grace.  •  d 

Above  all,  Dear  Sir,  confider  the  commands  and 
promifes  ,of  our  Hefted  Redeemer.  He  ic  is  that 
commits  thefe  fouls  to  your  care.  See  him  coming 
in  the  inftitution  and  order  of  the  Gofpel,  and  faying, 

"  Thefe  fouls  I  commit  to  your  charge - they  are 

inconceivably  precious-fouls  for  w  hom  I  have  bled. 

See  that  none  of  them  be  loft - if  they  perifh  through 

your  neglect,  their  blood  will  I  require  at  your  hands 
— - your  life  for  the  life  of  him  that  is  loft.  Be  faith¬ 

ful  in  warning  them,  and  whether  they  will  hear  or 
forbear,  you  lhall  not  lofe  your  reward.  “  Behold  I 
come  quickly ;  and  my  reward  is  with  me.”  “  My 
grace  is  fbfficient  for  you.”  Lo,  I  am  with  you  alwray.” 

If 


If  you  faithfully  difcharge  the  duties  of  your  office,  a 

crown  of  glory  awaits  you  beyond  the  grave - “  you 

fliall  reign  with  me  in  Paradife  above.’* 

With  thefe  encouragements,  with  thefe  promifes  of 
affiftance  and  acceptance,  go  forth,  My  Friend,  in  the 
name  and  ftrength  of  our  divine  Maffer,  a  labourer 
into  his  harveff.  Be  faithful  in  his  fervice,  and  here¬ 
after  you  ffiall  fhine  as  a  Star  of  the  firft  magnitude— 
of  diftinguifhed  luffre,  in  the  manlions  of  unfading 
glory. 

To  the  Church  and  Congregation  aflembling  in  this 
place  I  turn  the  addrefs. 

*  Brethren  and  Friends, 

We  rejoice  with  you,  that  when  the  labours  of  your 
aged  Pallor  w  ere  come  a  Period,  the  great  Head  of 
the  Church  fent  you  this  our  Brother,  to  fupply  his. 
place - -that  he  is  now  about  to  be  placed  as  an  ad¬ 

ditional  light  in  this  golden  candlellick.  But  while 
you  rejoice  in  your  prefent  favourable  profpccis,  forget 
not  him  who  has  long  difplayed  the  light  of  Gofpel- 
truth  among  you.  "  Remember  him  who  has  long 
had  the  rule  over  you,  who  has  fpoken  unto  you  the 
word  of  God.**  Negledt  him  not  in  his  advanced  age. 
Comfort  him  with  your  friendly  vilits  and  ready  fupport 
under  the  decline  of  life.  He  has  fpent  his  days  and 
his  ffrength  in  your  fervice.  His  labours  have  now 
ceafed,  and  he  is  waiting  the  Lord’s  time  to  depart 
that  he  may  be  with  Chrill.  While  he  continues  among 
you,  bear  him  daily  on  your  hearts  at  the  throne  of 
grace.  Reverence,  and  effeem  him  highly  in  love  for 
his  work’s  fake — his  pall  labours  among  this  people. 

Respecting  your  Pallor  ele£l,  wre  hail  the  welcome, 

the  aufpicious  day - the  day  of  his  efpoufals  to  this 

people.  Wc  commend  him  to  you  as  a  precious  gift 

of 
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of  our  afccnded  Saviour.  Receive  him  with  gratitude 
and  joy.  Attend  on  his  miniftry  with  diligence  and 
conftancy.  Purfue  his  inftrudtions,  and  let  his  mini- 
ftrations  lead  you  to  Jefus  the  end  and  aim  of  all  his 
labours.  Rejoice  in  his  light  with  a  fteady  and  a  per- 
fevering  joy.  Adminifter  cheerfully  and  liberally  tp 
his  fupport  and  comfort,  while  he  labours  among  you 
in  word  and  dodlrine.  The  gift  of  a  Gofpel-Minifter 
is  great  and  precious — -it  is  an  afeen  lion-gift.  You 
have  great  caufe  of  joy  that  fuch  a  blelTing  is  bellowed 
on  you.  But  remember  you  "  have  this  treafure  in 
an  earthen  veil'd. ’*  “  Brethren,  pray  for  him.’*  The 

work  is  great  and  laborious.  He  is  but  a  man— -^de¬ 
pendent  creature.  He  will  need  the  daily  fupplies 
of  grace  to  enable  him,  with  fidelity,  to  difeharge  the 
duties  of  his  office.  AflilT  him  therefore  with  your 
conftant  prayers.  Encourage  his  heart  by  all 'the 
alfiftance  you  are  able  to  bellow.  Efpecially  grant 
him  the  encouragement  of  your  ready  obedience  to 
the  word.  Let  his  light  have  its  influence  on  your 
hearts.  Let  it  not  be  your  condemnation  that  a  light 
is  fet  up  among  you,  and  you  love  darknefs  rather  than, 
light.  It  will  be  his  greateft  joy,  his  fweeteft  comfort 
to  fee  that  he  does  not  labour  in  vain,  nor  fjpend  his 
ftrength  for  nought — to  fee  the  fruit  of  his  labours  in 
the  religious,  the  holy  converfation  of  his  hearers. 

Behold,  to  obey  is  better  than  facrifice,  and  to  hearken., 
than  the  fat  of  rams.”  Let  the  light  of  Gofpel-truth, 
by  his  miniftry,  fhine  into  your  hearts— difpelling  the 
rrhifts  of  error  and  delufion,  and  eftablifhing  the  Re¬ 
deemer’s  throne  in  your  fouls.  The  word  preached 
will  not  profit  you,  unlefs  it  be  mixed  with  faith. 
-Attend  therefore  with  faith  in  your  hearts.  <(  Be.  not 
forgetful  hearers,  but  doers  of  the  w  ord.”  If  you  hear 
in  faith  and  love,  the  Gofpel  will  be  a  favour  of  life 
unto  life  to  your  fouls ;  but  if  you  hear  in  unbelief,  if  you 
flight  and  rejed  it,  it  will  be  a  favour  of  death  unto 

death. 


death.  If  you  finally  perifh,  it  will  aggravate  you? 
condemnation,  that  you  have  flighted  thefe  advan¬ 
tages.  Attend  to  his  minifhy  therefore  with  hearth 
open  to  conviction,  and  difpofitions  to  profit  by  his1 
labours.  Let  it  hot  be  his  complaint,  that  he  has 
flretched  out  his  hand,  and  no  man  regarded — that  he 
has  fpread  out  his  hands  all  the  day  unto  a  rebellious 
people.  But  by  your  ready  obedience  to  the  word,  let 
him  have  the  pleaflire  of  feeing  the  work  of  the  Lord 
profper  in  his  hands.  If  your  Pallor  faithfully  dif- 
charges  his  duty,  and  you  hear  in  faith,  love  and  obe¬ 
dience,  you  may  look  forward  to  that  happy  period 
when  you  and  he  fhalt  mutually  and  eternally  rejoice 
tocher  in  the  realms  of  unfading  glory. 

In  a  few  words  to  this  numerous  alfembly  I  conclude: 

A  vaft,  apromifeuous  multitude  is. now  convened  in 
this  Houfe — afTembled,  in  all  probability,  never  to 
meet  again  in  this  world.  A  few  days  more  having 
elapfed,  fome  of  us  lhall  undoubtedly  be  landed  in  the 
-eternal  world.  Nay,  it  will  be  but  a  fhort  time  before 
the  eyes  of  this  numerous  collection  will  all  be  clofed 
in  death.  But  though  we  may  never  fee  each  other 
again  on  earth,  yet  it  is  certain  that  we  fliall  meet  again 
at  the  tribunal  of  God  the  Judge  of  all.  There  we  fliall 
meet  for  a  purpofe  far  different  from  the  prefent. 
Here  we  are  afTembled  in  a  promifeuous  throng — the 
righteous  and  the  wicked  perhaps  occupying  the  fame 
feats — attending  to  the  fame  preaching — enjoying  the 
fame  external  bleflings. — There  we  fliall  meet  to  be 
ieparated  the  righteous  from  the  wicked  never  to  meet 
again.  Here  the  righteous  are  alfembled  foon  to  be 
feparated. — There  they  lhall  meet  never  to  be  fepa- 
xated  again — to  be  eternally  united  in  felicity  and  glory 
in  the  manfions  of  unfading  blifs.  Here  the  wicked 
are  intermixed  with  the  righteous. — There  they  fhaU 
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be  fevered  from  among  them - fhail  hear  the  heart¬ 

rending  fentence,  <f  Depart  from  me,  ye  curfed  into 
everlafting  fire,  prepared  for  the  devil  and  his  angels/* 
Here  the  wicked  in  the  alfembly  fhail  foon  be  fepa- 
rated  from  each  other.— There  they  fhail  be  eternally 
united  in  horor  and  defpair— confined  in  chains  of 
darknefs,  in  the  lake  which  burns  with  fire  and  brim- 
ftorie  j  where  there  is  weeping,  wailing  and  gnafhing. 
of  teeth.  Let  thefe  confiderations  ft imu late  you  to 
come  to  tfie  light,  before  your  feet  ftumble  04  the  dark 
mountains  of  death,  and  you  be  fent  down  to  dwell  in 
the  blacknefs  of  darknefs  for  ever  and  ever.  Let  us  all 
be  excited  to  w?ork,  while  the  day  of  life  is  c 
to  attend  to  the  things  which  belong  to 
before  they  are  hidden  from  our  eyes.  Let 
that  our  all  is  at  ftake — our  time  is  on  the  wing — - 
eternity  is  at  hand — after  a  few  fleeting  moments,  we 
fhail  be  fixed  in  an  unalterable  ftate — a  ftate  of  joy  un- 
fpeakable  and  full  of  glory  ;  or  of  wroe  unutterable^ 
Let  us  therefore  improve  the  prefent  moment  in  pre- 
aring.  for  eternity.  Let  us  lay  hold  on  the  hope  fet 
efore  us  in  the  Gofpel.  Let  us  perfevere  in  the  ways! 
of  piety  and  religion.  Aviid  when  we  have  finifhed 
our  teftimony  on  earth,  ffifay  we  receive  the  gracious 
plaudit  of  our  Judge,  “  Well  done,  good  and  faithful 
iervants,  enter  ye  into  the  joy  of  your  Lord/’ 


The  CHARGE, 

By  the  Rev.  Dr.  FOBES,  of  RATNHAM. 


IN  the  Name  of  him  who  is  King  in  Zion  •  in  the 
name  of  the  great  Head  of  the  Church,  and  by  Au¬ 
thority  derived  from  Him- — we  his  Minilfers,  appoint¬ 
ed  for  this  purpofe,  by  the  venerable  Council  here 
conven’d,  have  by  Prayer  and  the  laying  on  the  Hands 
cf  the  Prejbyteryy  feparated  you,  Mr.  Edzvard  Rich¬ 
mond ,  from  all  worldly  profeffions,  and  ordained  you, 
lifer  ofChrilf,  and  his  Church  in  general,  more 


lly  a  Colleague  Pallor,  over  this  particular  church 


dirrcf  fcongregation.  We  now  publickly  pronounce,  and 
1  declare,  that  you  are  a  Minilter  of  the  Gofpel  of 

Ctfrift,  regularly  indudfed  into  the  facred  office. - 

We  do  therefore,  not  in  our  own  names,  not  by  our 
o wrt  authority,  nor  in  words  which  man’s  wifdom 
teacheth,  but  chiefly  in  thofe  which  the  Holy  Ghoft 
teacheth,  now  commit  unto  you  that  folemn  Charge, 
which  the  book  of  God  enjoins  on  all  his  Minilfers. — 

IVe  charge  you  before  God,  and  the  Lord  Jefus 
Chriff,  who  lhall  judge  the  quick  and  dead,  at  his 

appearing, - take  heed  to  the  minillry  which  you  have 

received  of  the  Lord,  that  you  fulfil  it. - Take  heed 

to  all  the  Flock  over  which  jou  are  made  an  Overfeer ; 
feed  the  Church  of  God,  which  he  hath  purchafed 

with  his  own  blood. - Feed  Chrill’s  fheep,  and  feed 

his  lambs,  with  knowledge  and  underjlanding . - Take 

heed  to  thyfelf  and  unto  thy  Dodfrine. - 

Take  heed  to  thyfelf.  Of  all  men,  the  Minilfers  of 
Religion,  have  the  moll  reafon  to  be  afraid  of  a  painted 
Religion.  Look  at  your  own  Heart.  God  looks 
there.  See  that  your  Heart  is  right  with  God  ;  that 
you  are  experimentally  acquainted,  with  that  vital 
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religion,  which  is  the  fame  in  every  good  man  ;  that 
you  yourfelf  are  a  real  fubjett  of  that  grace  which  you. 
preach  to  others,,  and  that  you  grow  in  every  grace, 
and  in  the  knowledge  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jefus. 
Chrift. — —You  are  now  made  the  Keeper  of  another’s 
Vineyard.  Shiite  own  Vineyard  wilt  thou  not  keep  f 
Thou  which  teacheft  another,  teacheft  thou  not  thyfelf \ 
to  keep  under  thy  body,  left  while  you  preach  to 
others,  you  yourfelf  fliould  be  a  caftaway  ? - 

Take  heed  to  your  Converfation , — —that  it  be  fuch  as 
becometh  the  Gofpel  of  Chrift.  You  have  exhibited 
a  good  profeflion.  before  many  witnefles.  The  eyes 
of  your  ov/n  people,  the  eyes  of  multitudes 
you.  0  be  circumfpedi  ;  as  a  Bifhop  of  God  /.  • 

lefs — be  vigilant — be  wife  as  a  ferpent,  and  harmlefipf 

as  the  dove. - Be  thou  an  example  of  the  beliefs, 

in  word,  in  converfation,  in  charity,  in  fpirit,  in  faith, 

in  purity - in  all  things  fhew  thyfelf  a  pattern  of 

good  works.  How  forcible  are  right  words  !  But  great¬ 
er  ftill  the  Force  of  Example.  Preach  therefore  by 
example,  and  pattern,  as.  well  as  precept  ;  preach  as 
the  Apoftle  did,  faying  to  your  hearers,  “  be  ye  follow¬ 
ers  of  me  even  as  I  alfo  am  of  Chrift,  and  as  ye  have 
me  for  an  enfample.” — — Ton  are  fet  for  the  defence 
of  the  Gofpel .  Endure  hardnefs,  therefore,  as  a  good 
foldier  oi  jefus  Chrift,  and  let  no  man  defpife  thy 
youth.  lay  your  account  with  oppofition  ;  you  may- 
find  it,  where  it  was  leaft  expelled. — —If  fome  of  the 
hearers,  of  the  greateft  and  beft  minifter  that  ever 
lived  oh  earth,  became  his  enemies ,  becaufe  he  told 
them  the  truth,  what  can  we  expect,  from  men  of 
corrupt  minds  ;  men,  whofe  luffs  and  itching  ears 

will  not  endure  found  Docftrine. - -Fight  the  good 

fight  of  faith  ;  item  the  torrent  :  with  loft  words,  and 
hard  arguments,  with  the  meeknefs  of  wifdom  and 
the  meltings  of  comoafTion  and  benevolence,  inftruft 

•  .  .  .  \  thole 


thole  that  oppofethcmfelves,  peradventure  God  will  give 
them  repentance  to  the  acknowledgment  of  the  truth. 

,  r  •  • 

Take  heed  to  thy  Doftrine— — -preach  not yourf elf  but 
Chrift  Jefus  the  Lord ,  and  yourielf  a  fervant  for  Jefus 

fake.  Preach  Jefus  and  him  crucified - preach  the 

Unfearchable  Riches  of  Chrifl--—  preach  the  Word  ; 
be  inftant  in  feafon  and  out  of  feafon  ;  warning  every 
man  and  teaching  every  man  publickly  and  from  houfe 
to  houfe.  In  the  morning  few  thy  feed,  in  the  even¬ 
ing  withhold  not  thy  hand.  Let  your  Doctrine,  in 
publick,  drop  as  the  ram,  and  your  fpeech  in  private 
diftil  as  the  dew.  Reprove,  rebuke,  exhort  with  all 
loagM^ering  •  In  Dodrine  fnew  uncorruptnefs,  gra- 
.  ;vi  r  ?  flpierity,  and  found  fpeech  that  cannot  be  con- 

t.  d;  Tcpd.- - Call  no  man  Mailer  on  earth/  for  one 

*  f  Mailer,  even  Chrift.  Unbribed  by  favour,  and 

uifkppalled  at  danger,  fhun  not  to  declare  the  whole 
Counfel  of  God.  ft  None  of  ihefe  things  move,  me TV- — • 
Hold  fail  the  faithful  word,  let  the  Book  of  God  be 
the  rule,  the  invariable  rule  of  your  faith,  your  preach¬ 
ing,  and  practice.  Wreft  not  the  Scriptures,  as  fome 
have  done,  to  fupport  human  Creeds .  Teach  not  for 
do  Trines  the  commandments  of  men.  But  teach  your 
people  as  the  grace  of  God  hath,  taught  us  all,  that 
denying  ungodlinefs  and  worldly  luft,  we  fhouid  live 

foberly,  righteoufly  and'  godldy  in  the  world.-- . To 

this  end,  we  charge  you,  to  give  attendance  to  reading, 
to  exhortation,  to  dodrine  and  prayer,  meditate  upon 
thefe  things,  give  tnyfelf  wholly  to  them,  that  thy 

profiting  may  appear  to  all. - But  above  al \ftudy  tQ 

fhew  thy.felf  approved  unto  God,  a  workman  that  need- 
eth  not  to  be  afhamed ;  a  workman,  who  by  mani-, 
fefiation  of  the  truth,  covimendeth  himfelf  to  every 
man's  copfciqnce  in  the  fight  of  God ,  rightly  dividing 
the  word  of  truth  and  giving  to  every  one  a  portion 

-  in  due  feafon - Study  to  know  how  thou  ought  eft 

to  he  have  thy f elf  in  the  Houfe  of  God ,  which  is  the 

Church 
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Church  of  the  living  God  ;  there  you  will  prefide, 
and  adminificr,  to  the  proper  fubjecls,  both  the  Sa¬ 
craments  of  the  New  Tcftament - the  holy  Baptifm 

and  Supper  of  the  Lord. — There  you  will  adminifter 
the  whole  difeipline  of  the  Church,  with  impartiality*' 
not  prefering  one  before  another.  Not  lording  it 

over  God’s  Heritage. - Not  opening  the  door,  to  the 

prophane,  nor  {hutting  it  again!!  the  children  of  God  ; 
giving  no  offence  in  any  thing,  that  the  Miniftry  be 

not  blamed. - Blefs  the  Congregation  in  the  name 

of  the  Lord.' - -And  this  Charge  which  you  now  hear 

from  us  ;  the  fame,  commit  thou  to  faithful  men,  who 
{hall  be  able  to  teach  others  alfo- — but  lay  hands  fud- 
denly  on  no  man  ;  neither  be  partaker  of  oj 
fins.  Keep  thyfelf  pure  ;  pure  from  the 
men.- — — Watch  thou  in  all  things ,  watch  : 


one  that  muff  give  account:  with  fear  and' 
you  will  remember,  that  if  one  foul  ffiouh 
through  your  neglect ;  if  you  do  not  warn  the  wicked ; 
he  fhall  die  in  his  iniquity,  but  his  blood  will  be  re¬ 
quired  at  your  hand. - But  if  you  are  found  faithful 

you  /ball  he  glorious  in  the  Eyes  of  the  Lord,  though 
Ifrael  be  not  gathered  :  Yes,  you  will  be  unto  God,  a 
fweet  favor  of  Chrilt,  in  them  that  are  faved,  and  in 
them  that  periih.  To  the  one,  you  will  be  a  lavor  of 
Death  unto  Death,  and  unto  the  other,  the  favor  of 
Life  unto  Life  ;  and  who  is  fufjicient  for  thefe  things — 

ah  !  who  f - Penetrated  with  a  fenfe  of  your  own  in- 

firfficiency- — with  a  fenfe  of  the  worth  of  fouls,  and  the 
folemnity  of  the  Charge  you  have  now  received  ; — 
ftretch  out  thy  hand,  my  young  Friend,  and  the  defires 
of  thy  foul,  to  that  corn pailionate  Savior,  who  hath  fa-id, 
to  all  his  faithful  minifters,  my  grace  is  fufjicient  for  you, 
r — to  I  am  with  you  alway ,  even  unto  the  end  : — lean  not 
to  your  own  underflanding,  nor  rely  on  your  own 
firength,  but  be  thou  ftrong  in  the  Grace  that  is  in 
Chriff  Jefus.- - In  fine,  we  give  thee  Charge ,  in  the 


fight  of  God#  who  quickneih  fd  things ;  and  before 

jefus 
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Jcfus  Chrift,  who  in  the  prefehce  of  Pontius  Pilate 
witnefted  a  good  confeftion  ;  and  before  the  eleit 
Angels,  whole  hearts  are  filled  with  joy  at  the  repen¬ 
tance  of  a  finner  ; — and  before  this  numerous  Aflembly, 
whofe  eyes  and  ears  have  been  open,  to  witnefs  the 
folemn  tranfadfions  of  this  day  ;  we,  now  give  thee,  this 
our  laft  Charge,  "  that  thou  obferve  thefe  things ” — and 
keep  this  Charge  without  fpot,  unrebukable,  until  the 

final  appearing  of  our  Lord  Jelus  Chrift. - 

Permit  me  now  to  change  my  voice,  and  intreat  you 
as  a  Brother,  by  all  that  is  facred  and  dear  to  you,  in 
time  and  to  eternity,  by  the  worth  of  fouls,  the  price  of 
bloody  by  all  the  motives  which  the  hope  of  Heaven  or 
11,  can  fuggeft  to  an  heir  of  immortality,  I 
[dear  Sir,  to  be  faithful — be  faithful  to  your 
to  the  fouls  of  your  dear  Charge,  and 
:he  Judge  of  all,  before  whofe  tribunal, 
\rs  and  their  People  muft  fhortly  appear  ;  be 
thou  faithful  unto  Death  ; — Then,  will  you  quit  this 
field  of  conflict,  this  mortal,  militant  Bate,  with  the 
facred  laurels  and  triumphs  of  a  good  foldier  of  Jefus 
Chrift — Then,  will  you  receive  the  Crown  of  Life,  a 
Crown  of  Glory,  a  Crozvn,  in  which,  every  foul  con¬ 
verted  by  your  Miniftry>  will  add  a  new  illuftrious  Gem  ; 
and  you  will  fhine,  through  ages  eternal,  with  thofe 
who  have  been  converted,  and  among  thofe  who  have 
turned  many  to  right eoufnefs>  like  the  brightnefs  of  the 
Suriy  with  increafing  fplendour. — To  your  own  abun¬ 
dant  joy,  and  to  the  joy  of  countlefs  millions  of  faints, 
and  angels  around  the  Throne — efpeciaily,  to  the  glory 
of  him,  w  ho  fitteth  upon  the  Throne,  and  to  the  Lamb 
for  ever  and  ever. 


Deliver  thy  Servant  0  Lord ,  who  hath  received 
this  Charge,  and  him  who  hath  given  it,  from 
Blood-guiltinefsy  and  make  all  thy  Minilters 
wife  to  win  fouls  to  Chrift.  AMEN. 

» -r-  w~tr*T9 7t"ir'TO»  ilpraCHTi  CWff 
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RIGHT-HAND  of  FELLOWSHIP, 
By  the  Rev.  PHILIP  CURTIS,  of  SHARON. 


Men,  Brethren  and  Fathers,  Hearken  1 

AS  Chrift  has  the  care  of  the  Church  committed 
to  him  by  God  his  Father,  fo  he  takes  care  of  it 
as  a  faithful  fhepherd  does  of  his  flock.  Thus  he  has 
done,  thus  he  is  ftill  doing,  and  thus  he  will  doj 

end  of  time. - Accordingly  he  is  railing  in 

fons  for  Prophets,  and  our  young  men  for  " 
qualifying  them  for  fending  them  forth  to 
his  vineyard  ;  with  this  encouragement,  Lo , 
you  aiway,  even  to  the  end  of  the  world . 


Dear  Sir,  We  look  upon  you,  as  one,  called  of  Chrift 
and  fent  by  him  to  labour  in  this  part  of  his  vineyard, 
as  a  Colleague  with  your  worthy  FredecefTor,  in  the 
gofpel-miniflry.  We  wifh  you  iuccefs  in  your  under¬ 
taking,  and  that  you  may  fee  the  fruit  of  your  labour 
to  your  joy  and  rejoicing. 

Sir,  we  have  feen  you  introduced  into  your  facred 

office.  Hands  have  been  laid  upon  you - prayers 

have  been  made  over  you  and  for  you  ;  and  a  folemn 
Charge  from  God  has  been  given  to  you.  What  now  re¬ 
mains  is,  the  giving  you  the  Right  Hand  of  Fellowfhip. 


This  cuftom  is  of  ancient  date  and  long  Handing  in 
the  Church  of  Chrift.  James,  Cephas  and  John  gave 
the  Right  Hand  of  Fellowfhip  to  Paul  and  Barnabas, 
when  they  perceived  the  grace  of  God  given  to  them. 

Much  is  fignified  by  it,  and  implied  in  it.  As, 

i.  An 


r.  An  equality  of  the  gofp^l-minirters.  That  they 
(land  upon  a  level — having  the  fame  call,  fcparated  to 
the  fame  work,  clothed  with  the  fame  authority  and  vett¬ 
ed  with  the  fame  power,  to  preach  the  gofpel  and  admi- 
nifter  the  feals  of  the  covenant  of  grace.  This  equality 
James,  Cephas  and  John  acknowledged,  when  they 

gave  Paul  and  Barnabas  the  Right  Hand. - Thereby 

they  owned  them  as  pillars  as  much  as  themfelves,  and 
as  apoftles,  no  lejs  than  themfelves. 
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a.  Congratulation*  It  is  wifhing  joy  to  fucli  ag 
eiiter  upon  the  gofpel-miniftry*  Though  their  work 
ult  and  laborious,  yet  they  have  reafon  to  re-* 
Ttly  on  account  pf  the  honour  done  thenr* 
fpecially,-  om-account  of  the  profpecf  they 
uilding  Ujp'the  Redeemer's  kingdom  among 

©pie, - ^4 — ‘And  when  we  give  the  Right 

^we  with. the  receiver’s  heart  may  expand  with 
joy,  and  his  countenance  fparkle  with  gladnefs. 

3.  Our  union  in  the  faith  and  fellowttiip  of  the  gof¬ 
pel  is  owned  and  ratified.  As  we  efpoufe  the  funda-* 
mental  principles  of  chriftianity,  preach  the  docttrineS 
©f  grace  and  make  Chritt  the  great  fubjectt  of  our 
preaching ;  fo  we  declare  ourfelves  brethren  in  the 
faith  and  fellowfhip  of  the  gofpel.  And  our  union 
herein  is  ratified  by  giving  the  Right  Hand. 

4.  Reciprocal  love  and  attention.  When  Jehu  afked 
•Jehonadab,  Is  thine  heart  right,  as  my  heart  is  with 
thy  heart,  and  found  it  was,  he  faid  to  him.  Give  mt 
thy  hand. 


This  wras  exprettive  of  mutual  love  and  affection 
operating  in  their  breads. 

Thefe  things  are  implied,  and  pointed  out  to  us,  in 
giving  the  Right  Hand  of  Fellow fliip. 


And 
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And  now,  dear  Sir,  with  an  eye  to  the  apofiolic  ex¬ 
ample,  in  the  name  and  at  the  defire  of  this  Council, 
I  giveyouthe  Right  Hand — —w  filling  the  contents  of 
it  may  take  place  between  you  and  us..  - 

And  as  w e  give,  fo  wc  expert  to  receive ,  the  Right 
Hand  from  you — promifibg  ofirfelves  that,  your  con- 
dud:  towards  us  will  be.aceierdingly. 

Sir,  we  with  you  the  divine  prefence  arid  blefling  ; 
— fuccefs  in  your  miniftry— that  you  may  turn  many 
to  rightCoufnefs,  and  aft  telly  thine  as  the  brightnefs  oi 
the. firmament  and  as  the  liars,  forever  and  ever. 

f  -  j,  *  ;  j  *  ti  *  ,r  pv  .  'J  r  r .  r  ,  V  • 

Sir,  you  will  remember,,  the  prophets  do 
fqfever.  The  gofpel-treafure  is  put  into  eartl 
lets*  which  are  eaiily  cracked,  broken,  and  ft 
ufelefs.  .  This.yoii  fee  verified,  to  a  demonftdj^^^ 
the  cafe  of  your  worthy  predecellbr.  'But  a  fC\^c! 
fined,  how  rtrong,  how  a'thletic  was  his  conflitutioh  J 
But  now,  alas  1  how  isohe  impaired  with  querulotis'de- 
crepitnefs  and  human  lhftrnVgy  !  You  muff  expect  to 
fliare  the'  fame  fate  with  thofe- who  have  gone  before 
you  in  the  go fpe  1  -m  i niftr.y .  We  wifh  you  may,  at 
the  clbfe  of  life  and  dear  /views  of  death,  be  able  to 
adopt;  the.  words  of  the  apoGle,'  I  have  fought  a  good 
fight,  I  have  finifhed  my  co.uxfe,  I. have. kept  the  faith: 
And  may  it  be  faid  to  yomjwell  done, .good,  and  faith-i 
ful  fervang  enter  into  your  Maftef’s  joy. 


\  *  •  ■  w'  '  ■ 

I  {hill  clofe  with  an  add  refs  to  the  church  of  C  hr  iff 
m  this  place.  *:  >  '1,  * 

.  •  •  •  ---■'if!  !  O  u  - 

«  >  • 

Holy  brethren,  partakers  of  the  heavenly  calling  ; 
having/grven  the  Right  Hand'  to  your  Reverend  Pallor, 
cd-phrtndr  with  your  ancieftt  minifler,  we  now  extend 
and  give  it  to  you — —hereby  fignifying  that,  we  con- 
fider  yoti  a  true  church-  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrill,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  conflitution  of  the  gofpel,  and  brethren 

~  '  in 
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in  the  faith  and  fellowftiip  of  the  gofpel :  and  do  affure 
you  of  our  readiiiefs  to  aflid  you  with  our  bed  counfel, 
if  dedred,  and  that  we  exped  the  lame  from  you. 

We  have  not  forgotten  your  ancient  minider,  who 
has  been  and  did  is  dearly  -beloved,  highly  edeemed 
and  greatly  refpectcd,  both  by  miniders  and  people, 
through  the  vicinity.  But  by  none,  more  than  by 
myfelf,  who  have  had  fo  long  experience  of  his  fupe- 
rior  worth. 

We  wifh  he  might  continue,  as  he  has  been,  an  ex¬ 
ample  to  the  believers  in  word,  converfation,  faith4 
parity, and  fpirit ;  and  be  dill  ferviceable  to  religion, 
Irumentallin  building  up  the  Redeemer’s  king- 
his  prayers  and  examples,  counfels  and  in* 
is.  /  . 

rejoice  with  you,  in  feeing  fettled  with  your 
ancient  Pador,  a  Colleague,  who,  we  trud  is  fent  by 
Cltrid,  and  will  prove  a  bleding  to  you. 

We  promife  ourfelves,  he  will  feed  you  with  know¬ 
ledge  and  underdanding,  and  will  recommend  religion 
to  you,  by  his  examples,  as  well  as,  by  his  inftrudtions. 
And,  we  wifh  he  may  diine  in  this  candledick  of  Chrid, 
as  a  bright  Star,  and  prove  a  bleding  to  you  and  yours, 
as  his  predecedor  has  been.  ;  \ 

To  clofe  in  a  word,  Brethren,  forget  not  your  Mini¬ 
ders.  You  may  depend  upon  it,  they  will  not  forget 
you.  Remember  them  in  your  prayers.  Carry  them 
in  the  arms  of  faith  and  prayer  to  the  throne  ,  of  grace 
for  a  bleding — and  attend  upon  the  word  preached, 
without  prejudice  or  partiality-^and  receive  with 
meeknefs  the  ingrafted  word,  which  is  able  to  fave 
your  fouls.  And,  that  this  may  be  the  cafe  with  you 
all,  may  God  grant  through  Jefus  Chrid,  to  whom  bq 
glory  in  the  church,  world  without  end.  AMEN, 


